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Final Four ticket resale market slumps

Updated 4/2/2000 2:20 AM | Comments ST | Recommend & 4
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[ Enlarae By Diane Weiss, Detroit Fres Press
Miotkers at Detroit's Ford Field on Thursday mowe a
pallet of basketball court flooring that will be
installed for this weekend's Final Four games.
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The falling IU.8. economy and the size of
Detroit's Ford Field are driving down ticket
prices far the MCAA Final Four by 30% to
40% inthe online resale marketplace, say
executives from ticket services. ;
7 Reddit
Fans looking for seats to Saturday's
sold-out national semifinals and Monday's Facebook
championship game can find relative
bargains compared with last year in San Antania.

The 71,000-seating capacity — largest in MCAA history for this
event —is helping create a glut of inventory, says Scott Roback
of RazorGator, the MCAA's official ticket and hospitality packaoge
provider. The crowd for lastyear's final at the Alamodorne was
43,267,

VIDEOQ: Final Four floar installed at Ford Field

The average selling price for Final Four Tickets on StubHub
through YWednesday was $445 down 41% from $753 atthe
same pointin 2008, says spokesman Sean Pate. Tickets for
the championship game were going for $292, off 34% from
$4432 atthe same pointlastyear. Those are the lowest average
prices since StubHub hegan tracking thern five vears aga.

"The economy is unquestionably taking its tall an the Final Four
this yvear," Pate says.

FIND MORE STORIES IN: Detrait| San Antonio | Charlotte | Duke
| Ford Field | East Lansing | Alamodome | WCAA Final Four |
StubHUb | Michigan State Spadans | Sean Pate |
RazarGatar.com

The average selling price for a pass o all three games in
Detroit on RazarGator.com through Yednesday was $1,148,
dawen 18% from $1,408 last year.

Ticket prices might have tumbled to face-value levels if not for
strong demand generated by the presence of the Michigan
State Spartans in this year's Final Four. "They're (about 90)
miles down the road {in East Lansing). There hasn'tbeen a
‘hame school' plaving in the Final Four since Duke at Chatlotte
in 1994 " Roback says.

Wany corporate customers who used to wine and dine clients
are missing in action, notes Don Vaccaro of
Tickettetwark.cam. The average selling price for title-game
tickets on the site through Tuesday was $274, down 19% fram

"The corporate huyers are gone. Gone," Vaccaro says, "They'll be gone for a long time due to all the scruting aver

how they're spending their maney "
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Bpelcher (0 friends, send message) wrote: 4/5/2005 115116 A
| was wondering ifthere is a prelim game Monday nite between UCON and Villanova?

Recommend € | Report Abuse A\

hillteppermike (0 friends, send message) wrote: 40272003 51555 P

This aricle made me laughll'We are supposed to feel bad for the pooar ticket scalpers? The group
that drives up ticket prices so that us regular folk can't attend? I'm from Chicago.....this group has
made it tough far me to atiend Cubs games on a regular basis.....and the same group that made it
hard far me to bring my kids during the Bulls B-peat years. I'm sitting at home getting ready to leave
for Detroit and the tickets on my NCAA-lottery-winning tickets say $75. Any price vou see beyond that
on the internet is the attempt for people to make the most money from us regular fans...... Looking
farward to getting into Ford Field and sitting this weekend with "my own". ) With the notes posted
helow, it looks like Il be disappointed with my seats andior sightlines.....butthis is something | can
now scrateh off my "hucket list'll

Recommend € | Report Abuse A\

rtlral (0 friends, send message) wrote: 4202009 422047 P

To Punkel: Excellent points about the NCAA's way of selling tickets. They should hold a lottery that
allows potential buyers several weeks to sign up with a limit of four tickets per buyer. Then,
computers select the lucky winners thereby reducing the impact of scalpers

(Mote: the reference to "scalpers” meant "brokers".)

Recommend € | Report Abuse /A

HoHopeDetroit (0 friends, send message) wrote: 4722003 12:51:52 P

lwaould go ifthe plavers got paid with the huge chunk of money being made off of thern. Abolish the
rule about the NCAA forbidding in paying these athletes.

Recommend € | Report Abuse Ay

comicpro (32 friends, send message) wrote: 4202000 12:41:50 Prd

The average selling price for Final Four Tickets on StubHub through Wednesday was $445, down
41% fram $753 at the same pointin 2008, says spokesman Sean Pate. Tickets for the
championship game were going for $292, off 34% from $442 atthe same pointlast year. Those
are the lowest average prices since StubHub began tracking them five yvears ago

The best seats in the house arre in my house! For that money | could buy 3 large screen tv and pay
far digital cable for 2 years! Get real!

Recommend £ 1| Report Abuse A\

&0-20 [0 friends, send message) wrote: 422003123511 P
Cwer $1000 to watch 3 games? The marketing people have everyone in their pocket! Idiots!

Recommend £ | Report Abuse M

punkel (0 friends, send message) wrote: 422009 123206 Phd

Instead of wining about ticket brokers losing money why don'tyou ask the NCAA why they hold a
lottery and sell out of face value tickets in 1 minute FORCING fans to use the "scalpers” as vou call
them. Ifthe scalpers werentthere where do you expect to get tickets from? Ticketrnaster or NCAA,
sorry the American way of life is to make money not make less by making poar fans happy - thats
why the MCAA NFL, MLB, etc. ete. etc. chose to use hrokers and 2ndary exchanges for reselling
their tickets. Do you really think it's about the fans HA - cmon it's all about the money and the
hottome line

Recommend <% 2| Report Abuse A\

crazydays (0 friends, send message) wrote: 4202005 1231:42 P

| know what the problem is... Kivamee is notthere o promote the games and tell everyone how
areat the city is. That fool always tried to take credit for everything good that happened in the city and
all he was doing was screwing the city.

I'wauld like to know whao itis that can afford orwould be willing to pay $400+ for a college
baskethall game in any stadium. Why??

The games are great but $400+ for a seatis a joke

Recommend €% | Report Abuse Ay

rtlral (0 friends, send message) wrote: 4272005 1220928 P

It's breaking my heart that ticket scalpers, | mean, "brokers', are possibly losing money. Boo, hoo,
hoo. Ses the tears!

Recommend €¢ 1] Report Abuse A\

Yankee in Canada (4 friends, send message) wrobe: 45202000 11:55:29 An

northdakata (0 friends, send message) wrote: 3h 46m ago

BS. Having been to a final four and been to some games in the maonster domes, itis all about the
money. Baskethall is bestviewed by spectators in venues with 15,000 seats orless and good sight
angles.

| agree.
Here's an idea - watch it on TV

Recommend <% 2| Report Abuse A\


http://www.usatoday.com/community/profile.htm?UID=147493cb25613131
http://www.usatoday.com/community/pm.htm?slPage=compose&slSeedUserId=147493cb25613131&slForumMessageSubject=Final%20Four%20ticket%20resale%20market%20slumps%20&slForumUrl=http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc%3Dinterstitialskip
javascript:void('Recommend')
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip#none
http://www.usatoday.com/community/profile.htm?UID=3899cf41e157b1f0
http://www.usatoday.com/community/pm.htm?slPage=compose&slSeedUserId=3899cf41e157b1f0&slForumMessageSubject=Final%20Four%20ticket%20resale%20market%20slumps%20&slForumUrl=http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc%3Dinterstitialskip
javascript:void('Recommend')
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip#none
http://www.usatoday.com/community/profile.htm?UID=bdd6ee10267298fa
http://www.usatoday.com/community/pm.htm?slPage=compose&slSeedUserId=bdd6ee10267298fa&slForumMessageSubject=Final%20Four%20ticket%20resale%20market%20slumps%20&slForumUrl=http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc%3Dinterstitialskip
javascript:void('Recommend')
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip#none
http://www.usatoday.com/community/profile.htm?UID=4b2dbd2d79cc9787
http://www.usatoday.com/community/pm.htm?slPage=compose&slSeedUserId=4b2dbd2d79cc9787&slForumMessageSubject=Final%20Four%20ticket%20resale%20market%20slumps%20&slForumUrl=http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc%3Dinterstitialskip
javascript:void('Recommend')
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip#none
http://www.usatoday.com/community/profile.htm?UID=7987fc809db3ff51
http://www.usatoday.com/community/pm.htm?slPage=compose&slSeedUserId=7987fc809db3ff51&slForumMessageSubject=Final%20Four%20ticket%20resale%20market%20slumps%20&slForumUrl=http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc%3Dinterstitialskip
javascript:void('Recommend')
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip#none
http://www.usatoday.com/community/profile.htm?UID=c87f887491f3623a
http://www.usatoday.com/community/pm.htm?slPage=compose&slSeedUserId=c87f887491f3623a&slForumMessageSubject=Final%20Four%20ticket%20resale%20market%20slumps%20&slForumUrl=http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc%3Dinterstitialskip
javascript:void('Recommend')
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip#none
http://www.usatoday.com/community/profile.htm?UID=6bfc7abf5fb73b62
http://www.usatoday.com/community/pm.htm?slPage=compose&slSeedUserId=6bfc7abf5fb73b62&slForumMessageSubject=Final%20Four%20ticket%20resale%20market%20slumps%20&slForumUrl=http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc%3Dinterstitialskip
javascript:void('Recommend')
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip#none
http://www.usatoday.com/community/profile.htm?UID=00eeaeda1458786b
http://www.usatoday.com/community/pm.htm?slPage=compose&slSeedUserId=00eeaeda1458786b&slForumMessageSubject=Final%20Four%20ticket%20resale%20market%20slumps%20&slForumUrl=http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc%3Dinterstitialskip
javascript:void('Recommend')
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip#none
http://www.usatoday.com/community/profile.htm?UID=bdd6ee10267298fa
http://www.usatoday.com/community/pm.htm?slPage=compose&slSeedUserId=bdd6ee10267298fa&slForumMessageSubject=Final%20Four%20ticket%20resale%20market%20slumps%20&slForumUrl=http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc%3Dinterstitialskip
javascript:void('Recommend')
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip#none
http://www.usatoday.com/community/profile.htm?UID=c8a248ebcddeab35
http://www.usatoday.com/community/pm.htm?slPage=compose&slSeedUserId=c8a248ebcddeab35&slForumMessageSubject=Final%20Four%20ticket%20resale%20market%20slumps%20&slForumUrl=http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc%3Dinterstitialskip
javascript:void('Recommend')
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/mensbasketball/2009-04-01-final-four-ticket-resale_N.htm?loc=interstitialskip#none

More comments on this story: 1 2 Mext ¥

Sponsored Links

Lose 5Lbs A Day With Colon Cleansing

We ranked the top WeightLoss Colon cleansing products and listed
here

sy TimeToLosey aurFat.com

Vernon Reckville Mo Lost Jigaly Fat
ILost 48 Ihs of Stamach Fat In a Manth By Following 1 Simple Rule!
Jennifer-WWeight-Loss.com

Vernon Rockville Mom Lost 47 Ibs With 1 rule
| Cut Down 47 lbs of Stomach FatIn A Month By Cheying This 1 Old Rule
sy RachelRayBlogoer com

dverisement

My

Hewspaper Home Delivery - Subscribe Today
Home = Mewes = Trawel = Mongy = Sports = Life = Tech = Wisather

About USATODAY.come: Site Map | FAG | Contact Us | Jobs with Us | Terms of Service
Privacy PolicyMour California Privecy Right | Advertise | Press Room | Media Lounge | Reprints and Permissions

Hews Your Way: |7 Mobile Mews | Email Mewes | 2 1M alerts | B 2dd USATODAY com RSS feeds | [B] Podoasts | |},{>W\dga{s

Partners: US A WEEKEND | Sports Weekly | Education | Space com

Copyright 2003 US& TODAY, & division of Gannett Co. Inc


http://content.usatoday.com/community/comments.aspx?id=34639622.story&p=2
http://content.usatoday.com/community/comments.aspx?id=34639622.story&p=2
http://content.usatoday.com/community/comments.aspx?id=34639622.story&p=2
https://ads.pulse360.com/signup/contact_information.html?refid=80376504
http://www.myusatoday.com/contentlink
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/news/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/travel/default.htm?POE=SECTABTRV
http://www.usatoday.com/money/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/life/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/tech/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/default.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/indexusa.htm?POE=FOOTER
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/faq.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/feedback.htm?POE=FOOTER
http://www.careerbuilder.com/csh/search.aspx?csh=cshUSAToday
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/tos.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/privacy-policy.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/media_kit/index.html
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/media_kit/pressroom/press_releases_home.html
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/media_lounge/index.html
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/questions.htm?POE=FOOTER#contentLicensingTop
http://www.usatoday.com/mobile/index.htm?POE=FOOTER
http://email.usatoday.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/marketing/alerts.htm?POE=Essentials
http://asp.usatoday.com/marketing/rss/index.aspx?POE=FOOTER
http://asp.usatoday.com/marketing/rss/index.aspx#podcast
http://www.usatoday.com/community/widgets/index.htm
http://www.usaweekend.com/usatoday.html?POE=FOOTER
https://subscribe.usatoday.com/welcomesw.jsp?POE=FOOTER
http://www.usatoday.com/educate/homesplash.htm?POE=FOOTER
http://www.space.com/?POE=FOOTER
http://www.gannett.com/
http://gannett.gcion.com/?adlink/5111/647642/0/1013/AdId=-3;BnId=0;itime=955725322;

