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Tickets to NFC title game pouring into resale sites

by Carrie Watters - Jan. 13, 2009 07:04 AM 52 comments

The Arizonz Republic

Football fans shut out by the rapid-fire pace that tickets for Sunday's Cardinals-Eagles
game sold still have hope on the secondary market.

Thousands of tickets are available at online resale sites such as StubHub and
RazorGator.

At StubHub, a record was set Monday, with more tickets sold for the Arizona-Philadelphia
match-up than any other NFC Championship in the company's history.

The 6,000 or so tickets sold on StubHub
as of Monday afternoon apparently
speak to tough economic times as fans
weigh attending Sunday's game against
making a tidy profit.
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The sales volume also might say
something about the loyalty of Arizona
ticket holders.

AmduRRLeS

&
Py
g

e Few Green Bay Packers fans are ever
o

willing to part with their tickets, StubHub
spokesman Sean Pate said. As a result,
StubHub's average price to last year's
NFC Championship between Green Bay and the New York Giants was $710.
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This year's average resale price on StubHub is about $320, lower in part because so
many tickets are available on the secondary market. In fact, the game is the lowest priced
championship that Pate has seen in years and less than the AFC Championship between
Pittsburgh and Baltimore. where ticket resales are averaging $380.

RazorGator reported prices for the Cards game ranging from $297 fo $1,995.

Hundreds more tickets were available at places such as craigslist, where season ticket
holders, who got first dibs on playoff tickets. were putting them on the block.

"The first one to contact me with cash gets the fickets,” said one craigslist poster from
Surprise.

Some fans are critical of Arizona ticket-holders selling to the highest bidder. The franchise
opted to only sell admission to Arizona residents, in part to build the home field
advantage.

StubHub reported that ticket buyers have hailed from 42 states, with 56 percent from
Arizona and 8 percent from Pennsylvania.

While Cards loyalists condemned reselling of tickets, others criticized the team's decision
to only sell tickets directly to those who could prove Arizona residency. The team intended
to open it up this week nationally, but the tickets sold out before that could happen.

Connecticut ticket-broker Don Vaccaro, CEOQ of Tickethetwork.com, said selling tickets
only to residents goes against Arizona's public policy, which is to pay off the 3-year-old.
%455 million stadium through a tax on fourism.

"ou're trying to bring folks into the state." he said.
But. the Cards aren't the first team to do this.

"It is not new for clubs to want to sell tickets to their local fans first, since they support
them year-round. and (clubs) also want to capitalize on a home-field advantage.” said
Brian McCarthy, a spokesman with the NFL.
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Eagles (11-6-1) at Cardinals (11-7)

Where: University of Phoenix Stadium, Glendale
TV: Fox-HD | Radio: KTAR 92.3 FM (620 AM to jein in
progress after Sune game)

Latest line: Eagles by 4| More NFL odds

* SPECIAL REPORT: Cardinals® playoff run

4| Cards vs. Eagles - scouting report, prediction

* Fan Zone: Print out cheer cards

@ Scouting the Eagles | View from Eagles' home turf

THE QUESTION
What's your prediction for the NFC Championship
Game between the Cardinals and the Eagles?

O Cardinals win by a 7 or less.
O cardinals win by & to 14,
O Cardinals win by 15 or more.
O Eagles win by a 7 or less.
O Eagles win by 8 to 14,

O Eagles win by 15 or more.

#£|What if Cards win? | £] Top AZ sports moments

@ Cardinals photos | Best of fans | Cheerleaders
#|Cards season in review | £/ Next for these Cards?
+ Get Cardinals gear here | ¢ Playoffs Pick 'Em Game

(E Playoff history: Look back at 1993 Cards

Bickley: The drive to promised land
Boivin: Dennis Green deserves a nod
Young: Sikahema will root for Cards

More Cardinals with Kent Somers

@ Arizona Cardinals photos | More news

GLENDALE NEWS
Police still king killer of Dallas firefighter
Super Boy LIl moet watched game ever

* Chocolate Affaire will be a sweet time

* Super Bow! shooting in 2008 still unsclved

* Rain, lower temps for Valey by weekend

* Workshops help prepare kids for medical careers
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residents, Pate said.

Tampa Bay limited playoff ticket sales to Florida residents last year until New York
Attorney General Andrew Cuomo raised legal concerns. The Buccaneers lifted to
limitation, but at that point, few tickets were reportedly still available.
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Sort comments: View more comments
starting from earliest (i) 12345 1 [ -

ThePhoenixSuns Report abuse

chump (inappropriate term) ticketholders!! Be Ashamed!i

I got my single ticket and you couldn't offer me enough money to sell it!

There ar= 6 replies to this comment. Expand

Q chubajoe Report abuse

Still a great day for the Cardinals. Being atthe game or at home, orthe local bar,
cheer like you mean it, scream like your mad, and wear your red. And if ya gotto,
light a candle if you think that will help

Good Job guys, hope it all goes right for you on Sunday, a day Il never forget.

LATENIGHTWOOD Report abuse

Are you kidding, | would sell thern in heartbeat at the prices their getting. In the age
of big screen HD tv who needs to be there?

There ar= 6 replies to this comment. Expand

Q TORNADOT133 Report abuse

Went to the Aflanta game, watched the Carolina game. There is a HUGE
difference in actually being there AT the game. To be there and feel the energy
from 70,000 fans is unbelievable.

Go Cards!

There ar= 4 replies to this comment. Collapse

Q kitson Report abuse

Il triple that agreement.

CardsnBolts Report abuse
quadruple
CardsnBolts Report abuse

and quintuple.....

for you Cards fans who want to go, | don't know how it appeared on
TV, hutthe whole place was CRACK-A-LACKIM atthe ATL game. |
personally expect the roofto be blown across 1-10, hopefully to land
inthe field across the street. Itis going to be AWESOME! (especially
when we win)

xxalicia21xx Report abuse

| agree with you on that one, | went there and the stadium was nuts

EFN favmanTs [N

CignalMedicallGroup)

THINGS TO DO

+ Art Laboe Valentines Super Love Jam

* [nternational Sportzmen's Exposition

nual Car Show

* Community Cuftural Awareness Music Festival

* Az Hobbyists Counci

* Days of Wine and Roses

search the valley's best calendar »

FEATURED

* Glendale's top online stories of 2008
@ VWest Valley Photos By You

@ Submi a photo of your pet| Photos
* Local restaurant inzpections

* Republic blogs | News blogs

MOST READ

* Teacher offers motive in teen sex case, officials say

= ASL workers on layoff list may get hit by furloughs, too
= 7 arrested, 3 officers hurt in brawl outzide campus
Motorcycle, SUV collide at Chandler intersection

Serial =hooter 2uspect admitz to 2everal lies

Casa Grande moves to secure Cactus League facility
Super Bow! ghooting in 2003 =till un=olved

Buckeye Union High School assistant principal accused of
=exual exploitation of girl

Former school bus driver guitty in sex case

Inmates marched to segregated area of Tent City
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Trial
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So, they aren't releasing more tickets today? | could have swore they said they
were releasing more.

There is 1 reply to this comment. Collapse

geobx Report abuse

Any additional tickets today were for expanded seating, but Cards
needed NFL approval before selling them. Your name was placed
on a call list for this morning, and you better answer your phone on
the first ring!
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